
Map Skills Review Cards

The four cardinal 
directions are north, 
east, south, and west, 
commonly denoted by 
N, E, S, and W.

A map grid is a system
of vertical and 
horizontal lines on a 
map used to locate 
places.

A map scale shows how
the size of the map 
relates to the size of the
real place and can be 
used to determine 
distances.

A key or legend lists 
the symbols shown on a
map and what each 
symbol means.

A compass rose is an 
ornamental arrow 
printed on a map or 
chart to show cardinal 
directions.

A title of a map tells 
the user what the map 
shows.

A historical map 
shows information 
about a place at a time 
in the past.

The Eastern 
Hemisphere is the half 
of Earth east of the 
prime meridian.

The seven continents 
are Africa, Antarctica, 
Asia, Australia, 
Europe, North 
America, and South 
America.

The Northern 
Hemisphere is the half 
of Earth north of the 
equator.

The Southern 
Hemisphere is the half 
of Earth south of the 
equator.

The Western 
Hemisphere is the half 
of Earth west of the 
prime meridian.

The prime meridian is 
a line from the North 
Pole to the South Pole 
through Greenwich, 
England that divides 
the world into the 
Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres.

The equator is a line 
halfway between the 
North and South Poles 
that divides the world 
into the Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres.

The tropic of Cancer is
a line of latitude located
at 23 degrees 30 
minutes north of the 
equator.

The tropic of 
Capricorn is a line of 
longitude located at 23 
degrees 30 minutes 
south of the equator.

Latitude is a measure 
of the distance from the
equator.

Longitude is a measure
of the distance from the
prime meridian.

A continent is a large 
mass of land 
surrounded by oceans.

An ocean is a large 
body of water that 
separates continents.
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Topographic maps 
show natural and man-
made features of an 
area and usually include
contour lines.

Contour lines connect 
points on a map that 
have the same 
elevation.

Low pressure is shown
on a weather map with 
a red “L”.

High pressure is 
shown on a weather 
map with a blue “H”.

A dry line is a 
boundary separating 
moist and dry air 
masses; shown on a 
map by a line with 
touching open half 
circles.

A cold front is a zone 
separating two air 
masses of which the 
cooler is advancing; 
shown on a weather 
map by a blue line with 
blue triangles.

A warm front is a 
transition zone between
a warm air mass and the
cold air it is replacing; 
shown on a weather 
map as a red line with 
red half circles.

A stationary front is a 
front between warm 
and cold air masses that
is moving slow or not at
all; shown on a map as 
a line with blue 
triangles on one side 
and red half circles on 
the other.
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Questions & Answers

1. What are the four cardinal directions?  (north, east, south, and west)

2. What is the system of vertical and horizontal lines on a map used to locate places called.  (map grid)

3. What part of a map  shows how the size of the map relates to the size of the real place and can be used 

to determine distances?  (scale)

4. What part of a map lists the symbols shown on a map and what each symbol means?  (key or legend)

5. What part of a map tells the user what the map shows?  (title)

6. What is the ornamental arrow printed on a map or chart that shows directions called?  (compass rose)

7. What type of map shows information about a place at a time in the past?  (historical map)

8. Which hemisphere is the half of Earth east of the prime meridian?  (Eastern Hemisphere)

9. Which hemisphere is the half of Earth north of the equator?  (Northern Hemisphere)

10. Which hemisphere is the half of Earth south of the equator?  (Southern Hemisphere)

11. Which hemisphere is the half of Earth west of the prime meridian?  (Western Hemisphere)

12. Name the seven continents.  (Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South 

America)

13. What is the line called that runs from the North Pole to the South Pole through Greenwich, England and 

divides the world into the Eastern and Western Hemispheres?  (prime meridian)

14. What is the line called that is halfway between the North and South Poles and divides the world into the 

Northern and Southern Hemispheres?  (equator)

15. What is the line of latitude located at 23 degrees 30 minutes north of the equator called?  (tropic of 

Cancer)

16. What is the line of longitude located at 23 degrees 30 minutes south of the equator called? (tropic of 

Capricorn)

17. What type of lines measure of the distance from the equator?  (latitude)

18. What type of lines measure of the distance from the prime meridian?  (longitude)

19. What is a large mass of land surrounded by oceans?  (continent)

20. What is a large body of water that separates continents? (ocean)

21. What type of map shows natural and man-made features of an area and usually include contour lines?  

(topographic map)

22. What are the lines called that connect points on a map with the same elevation?  (contour lines)

23. What letter and color is used to show an area of low pressure on a weather map?  (red L)
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24. What letter and color is used to show an area of high pressure on a weather map?  (blue H)

25. What type of line is shown on a weather map with touching open half circles?  (dry line)

26. What type of front is shown on a weather map by a blue line with blue triangles?  (cold front)

27. What type of front is shown on a weather map by a red line with red half circles?  (warm front)

28. What type of front is shown on a weather map as a line with blue triangles on one side and red half 

circles on the other?  (stationary front)
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