
Map Skills Lesson 3

Students will be able to:

• Locate the seven continents and five major oceans.

• Identify the hemisphere in which a country is located.

• Locate a place on a map or globe using latitude and longitude.

Vocabulary:  Eastern Hemisphere, Western Hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, continent, ocean, equator, prime meridian, latitude. 

longitude

Materials:  globes, blank world maps, crayons, pencils

Procedure:

1. Distribute maps, crayons, and pencils.

2. Tell students that a continent is a large mass of land surrounded by oceans and 

that an ocean is a large body of water that separates continents.

3. Have students locate and label the oceans on their maps.

4. Using a different color for each continent, have students label and shade 

Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America.

5. Tell students that the equator is a line on a map or globe that is halfway 

between the North and South Poles.  This line divides the world into the 

Northern and Southern Hemispheres.  Tell students that the prime meridian is a

line that runs from the North Pole to the South Pole through Greenwich, 

England and divides the world into the Eastern and Western Hemispheres.  

Students should locate the equator, prime meridian, and each hemisphere.  

Label the hemispheres on the maps.

6. Remind students that a grid system is often used on a map to identify 

locations.  Define latitude and longitude.  Latitude is a measure of the distance

from the equator.  The equator measures 0 degrees.  The North Pole is 90 
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degrees latitude north and the South Pole is 90 degrees latitude south.  

Longitude is a measure of the distance from the prime meridian.  The prime 

meridian is 0 degrees with lines running 180 degrees east and west from it.

7. Have students locate the latitude and longitude lines on their worksheets.

8. Locate the tropic of Cancer and tropic of Capricorn.  The tropic of Cancer is a 

line of latitude that is located at 23 degrees 30 minutes north of the equator. 

On the summer solstice, June 21, the sun is directly overhead at this line.  The 

tropic of Capricorn is line of longitude located at 23 degrees 30 minutes south 

of the equator. During the winter solstice, December 21, the sun is directly 

overhead at this line.  Give some coordinates and have students locate the 

place on their maps.

9. Distribute globes.  Ask students to locate the following on their globes.

Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Southern Ocean

Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America

Prime Meridian, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn
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